
              CASTLE ROCK TOWNSHIP                                             Approved 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS REGULAR MEETING 

July 13, 2015 @ 7:00 P.M.  

The regular monthly meeting of the Board of Supervisors of Castle Rock Township was convened at the Castle 

Rock Town Hall on Monday, July 13, 2015 at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Sandy Weber, Chair; Russ Zellmer, Vice-

Chair; Jeff Partington, Jon Juenke, and Dave Nicolai, Supervisors; Barbara Lang, Clerk; and Rhonda 

Rademacher, Treasurer.  Also in attendance were Jim Topp, Janet Topp, Eric Ruud, Roger Randall, and Norb 

Kuhn.  Late arrival was Mark Henry. 

Sandy Weber called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

APPROVE AGENDA 

Jim Topp requested adding the following items to Public Comments on the agenda:  1. Discussion of culverts at 

278th St and Delft Ave; 2.  Discuss vacant house at the corner of County Rd 86 and Delft Ave; and 3. Discuss 

possible rental of the Castle Rock Methodist Church parsonage. 

Jon Juenke made a motion and Jeff Partington seconded to approve the amended agenda.  5 ayes.  Motion 

carried. 

CONSENT AGENDA REVIEW/APPROVE 

1. June 8, 2015 Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes 

2. Large Assembly Permit and Temporary Liquor License Permit – 2015 Rotary Club Ramble Jam, 

September 11-12 at Dakota County Fairgrounds 

3. Temporary Liquor License Permit for Dakota City Heritage Village at the Fairgrounds on August 10-12, 

2015 

4. Temporary Liquor License Permit for Dakota County Agricultural Society at the Fairgrounds on August 

13-16, 2015 
Jon Juenke made a motion and Jeff Partington seconded to approve the Consent Agenda.  5 ayes, except  

Russ Zellmer abstained from Item 1 as he was not in attendance at that meeting.  Motion carried.  

DAKOTA COUNTY SHERIFF UPDATE – Deputy Sean Quay was in attendance briefly. He noted that they 

have been dealing with some break-ins recently, mostly in Empire Township.  Reminded everyone once again to 

lock doors, and be watchful of strange cars or people you don’t know. 

PUBLIC COMMENT  

1. Culverts at 278th St and Delft Ave.  Mr. Topp noted that the culverts in that area are plugged with 

sediment and need to be cleaned out.  Mark Henry, the Roads Contractor, will check on these. 

2. Vacant house at corner of County Rd 86 and Delft Ave.  There was discussion that the current owners 

have not maintained the property.  Brush is overgrown to the point that the Stop sign at that corner is not visible.  

A neighbor usually mows the lawn, or the lot would be even more overgrown than it now is.  Clerk was instructed 

to contact the County about brush and weed control along the County Road right-of-way and let them know it is a 

dangerous intersection with the Stop sign situation.  Township will investigate further about what can be done. 

3. Possible rental of Castle Rock Methodist Church parsonage.  Mr. and Mrs. Topp are concerned about the 

situation that the church is considering leasing the parsonage to Ruth’s House, which is based out of Faribault.  

Barbara Lang, Clerk, attends that church and explained further about some of the situation.  If the church goes 

forward leasing the house for transitional housing, the only township requirement is that no more than six people 

can occupy the premises.  The final decision has not been made by the Church.  Clerk was requested to arrange 

for more information about the Ruth’s House program. 

PLANNING COMMISSION UPDATE 

At the June 22, 2015 Planning Commission there were no applications to be reviewed.  The meeting was posted 

as a special meeting of the Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors for a special presentation.  Al 

Singer, Land Conservation Manager from Dakota County, and Robert Fashingbauer, MN Department of Natural 

Resources (DNR) were present to provide informational handouts, give an overview, and answer questions 

regarding property in the Hampton Woods.   



REVIEW / APPROVE  

 Discussion about new trash and recycle containers (two of each) for Countryside Estates Park, to be 

purchased by Dakota County.   

Expense to the township would be to provide trash bag/liners (Highland Sanitation will change them out when the 

trash and recycling are picked up twice a month), and approx. $5 additional cost per month to have both trash and 

recycle pick-up.  County will list our park as a Priority Park (meaning the park has a recycle program), and 

County will provide additional signage for the recycle program. 

Jeff Partington made a motion and Russ Zellmer seconded to approve getting the new containers from 

Dakota County.  5 ayes.  Motion carried. 

 While the Park was being discussed, Jon Juenke said he had been approached by local residents about the 

condition of the ball field.  Jeff Partington, Parks Committee for the Township, indicated spraying had just 

been done during the past week.  Once the vegetation has died down, arrangements will be made to drag in 

the infield to clean it up.  Since the ball field doesn’t get much use, there isn’t much that can be done other 

than keep a watch on weed growth.   

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 Noxious Weed Control at old Nike Site 

Russ Zellmer indicated that a notice had been sent to Commerce Bank regarding Noxious Weed Control within 

the past couple weeks.  Some weeds had been cut outside the fence line, but more spraying or cutting needs to be 

taken care of.  Norb Kuhn, who owns land adjacent to the property brought some photos of the weeds on the 

property.  He also stated that there is a problem with willows growing at the back of the property onto his land.  

Supervisor Dave Nicolai will contact the County for advice, since this is such a large area and possibly will also 

follow up with Commerce Bank, who currently owns the property. 

In addition, Russ Zellmer had an update on the Alverno Ave site.  There has been a lot of activity at night with 

demo being done.  He has contacted the county and also Pat Garafolo.  The Building Inspector has been contacted 

to investigate, as there is most likely asbestos being removed with no notice to the township or local residents.  

The Building Inspector is taking action to inspect the premises and determine what type of demo is going on. 

 Report on Citizens Committee to review Building Permit Process & Fees 

Eric Ruud and Roger Randall presented the committee’s Findings of Facts, which are attached to these minutes.  

There was discussion of several specific projects that there were problems and/or concerns about permit fees and 

construction documents that the Building Inspector currently requires.  The Board will take these findings into 

consideration going forward. 

Discussion then moved on to the Farmers Mill & Elevator permit fees.  MNSPECT e-mail dated July 8 reviewed 

and recalculated the permit fees for this project.  There was discussion that the permit fees should have been 

calculated based on the actual building costs rather than the valuation of per square foot cost that the Building 

Inspector used.  Sandy Weber read from an e-mail sent to her by Adam Dowd, Township Attorney, regarding 

what our Ordinances say the Town Supervisors can do if there is a discrepancy.  Mr. Dowd advised that “Unless 

there’s something in the Ordinance about valuations being final, the Board can make a different finding than the 

inspector did.  However, we would want the Board to have a good reason for doing so.  If someone were to 

challenge the Board’s decision, the standard the court would apply is “arbitrary and capricious.”  In other words, 

the court would want to see findings to show that the Board had other grounds or reasons for ignoring the 

inspector besides just liking a different number better.  As long as the Board has any legitimate reason for 

reaching its conclusion, it will be fine.” 

Dave Nicolai made a motion and Jon Juenke seconded that the penalty fee stands, and the permit fees 

should be recalculated based on the actual cost of the project.  Sandy Weber, Dave Nicolai and Jon Juenke 

voted in favor, Russ Zellmer and Jeff Partington voted against.  Motion carried. 

Clerk was instructed to contact MNSPECT to re-calculate the fees based on the actual building cost of the project.  

Discussion of the July 9 and July 10 e-mails was tabled until the August meeting.  Clerk was also requested to 

invite MNSPECT’s new Relationship Manager, Tom Richardson, to attend the August meeting. 

 

 

 



 Release of Performance Bond issued by Travelers Casualty and Surety Company for Great River Energy  
Clerk Barbara Lang has prepared a cover letter dated August 1, 2015, to return the Performance Bond listed 

above.  No one had any further concerns with Great River Energy for the CapX2020 project since it was 

completed last summer. 

Russ Zellmer made a motion and Jon Juenke seconded for the Clerk to proceed with returning the Bond.  5 

ayes.  Motion carried. 

 Update on Ordinance Amendment for Solar 
Clerk Barbara Lang indicated that two companies have contacted the Township indicating they are interested in 

sharing the cost of moving forward with and Ordinance Amendment.  As recommended by our Township 

Planner, Dean Johnson, the Township should not incur any out-of-pocket expense to add Solar language to our 

Zoning Ordinance, and the applicants should be advised to submit an application to proceed with and Ordinance 

Amendment.  Township shouldn’t proceed further until such applications and Escrow funds are received. 

Jon Juenke made a motion and Jeff Partington seconded for the Clerk to proceed with contacting these 

vendors to proceed with the application process for an Ordinance Amendment.  4 ayes, 1 abstain by Dave 

Nicolai.  Motion carried. 

NEW BUSINESS - none 

 

ROAD REPORT 

 Road Maintenance Contract  

The only quote that was received for the Roads Maintenance Contract was from Mark Henry Excavating.   

Jeff Partington made a motion and Dave Nicolai seconded to accept the quote from Mark Henry 

Excavating.  5 ayes.  Motion carried. 

 JPA with Dakota County for Blacktop  

Russ Zellmer made a motion and Jon Juenke seconded that the JPA should be executed by the Township 

pending Township Attorney’s final review.  5 ayes.  Motion carried. 

 Dustproofing and Gravelling update 

Mark Henry indicated that he is within approx. $2,000 of budgeted amount for gravel for this year.  There might 

be a couple of spot areas that could need some treatment before the end of the year.  Dustproofing is almost done.  

There are two or three additional residential locations that will be taken care of. 

 Culvert installation on 270th St 

Installation of new culvert is complete.  Gravelling has also been done in that area following the culvert 

replacement. 

 Signage updates 

This is an ongoing project to bring the Township signs up to the current code.  Mark is in the process of replacing 

several road signs this summer. 

 Ditch mowing 

Top swath has been done.  There was discussion about wild parsnip control.  The program begun two years ago 

seems to be keeping the parsnip to a minimum in Castle Rock Township compared to a lot of other local areas. 

 Rocky Hills drainage update 

Paving has been done.  Drainage is all working fine.  Pictures were taken by Mark Henry after some of the 

heavier rainfall recently, and were printed for the Supervisors to review.   

 Cracksealing in Castle Rock Village 

Estimate was received for cracksealing in Castle Rock Village.  Mark Henry also recommends having 

cracksealing done in the Town Hall parking lot when the equipment is in this area.  Mark will check on cleaning 

out culverts at Delft Ave and 278th St. 

Russ Zellmer made a motion and Jeff Partington seconded that we accept the proposal from Gopher State 

and add cracksealing for the Town Hall parking lot.  5 ayes.  Motion carried. 

 



TREASURER’S REPORT  

 Rhonda Rademacher, Treasurer, updated the Supervisors that she and the Clerk are continuing to get all the 

data for 2015 re-entered into the new CTAS software.  We anticipate having Irene Bright come to work with 

the Clerk and Treasurer at the Town Hall sometime in August once that part is completed to go over any 

further questions. 

Receipts  $      7,597.52 

Cash Control  Not available due to CTAS conversion 

Current Investments $  765,937.17 

Jeff Partington made a motion and Jon Juenke seconded to accept the Treasurer Report.  5 ayes.  Motion 

carried. 

REVIEW PAYROLL AND CLAIMS 

Payroll: $    4,420.02      Claim # 8372 – 8380  

Claims:  $  88,744.60  Claim # 8381 -  8406 

Total:    $  93,164.62  

Russ Zellmer made a motion and Jeff Partington seconded to approve Payroll and Claims.  5 ayes.  Motion 

carried. 

CLERKS REPORT   

 Clerk met with Tom Richardson and Tracy Montgomery from MNSPECT on July 7.  Tom is the new 

Relationship Manager for their company.  Tracy provided new forms and handouts to begin using that reflect 

the recent Building Code updates.  These will be posted on the website soon. 

 Clerk is planning to attend the next Dakota County Elections group meeting on Wed, July 15th in West St. 

Paul.  They are planning to update further info on the voting equipment purchase, timeline to implement 

switching over to the new equipment, training for the clerks and election judges, etc. 

 Dakota County’s website added a “Green Guide” for residents to use to determine how to dispose of things.  

The information and a link to the County website have been updated on the Township website. 

 Please let Clerk know if there are any updates to be made on the Website. 

 

Mark Henry commented about the Rodeo that was held at the Dakota County Fairgrounds on June 7.  The event 

was not authorized by a majority of the Fair Board, and he wanted that information to be on record with the 

Township. 

Russ Zellmer made a motion and Jon Juenke seconded to adjourn.  5 ayes.  Motion carried. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:35 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Barbara Lang, Clerk 

 

Attachment:  Findings of Fact from Citizen’s Committee 

 

Attest:  Sandy Weber, Chair of Board of Supervisors  

  



FINDINGS OF FACTS: 
o There are two parts to the calculation of the building permit cost. 

 Valuation of the project 
 Adoption of the fee schedule 

 Consensus of the group is; the fee schedule is fair, however, the valuation is inconsistent 
and arbitrary. 

o The appeal process for residents to approach the Board with questions they have on their permits is 
inconsistent and at times nonexistent. 

o The application of the fee schedule to, plumbing, mechanical and ag-buildings is inconsistent. 
 Plumbing and mechanical fees are $75, based on the adopted fee schedule. 
 Actual charges to residents range from $40 - $85. 
 Permit fee for an ag-building is $150. 

 In 2014, two residents were issued ag-building permits for $0. 
o The task force could not determine if any inspections were performed or if any 

of the required set-backs were checked on these two ag-buildings. 
o The contract for services between MNSPECT, LLC and Castle Rock Township is inconsistently followed. 

 In Appendix A, section 5, Cost to Municipality for Services, the agreement states the Building 
Inspector shall receive 100% of the plan review fee.  

 CR Township was billed by MNSPECT and paid:  
o 85% for commercial plan reviews and      
o 65% for residential plan reviews 

 The agreement also states the inspector shall receive 65% of the building permit for residential 
projects. 

 CR Township was billed by MNSPECT and paid:  
o 50% for residential building permits 

 The contract is void in addressing:  

 Any penalty fees assessed or  

 How the inspector is reimbursed 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 

o Valuations of projects: 
 Recommend the CR Board instruct the Inspector to use the lowest actual cost of construction to 

value a project. 

 This may include verified bids, actual invoices or other verifiable construction estimates. 
 The purpose of the building permit process and fee is to establish a system that provides for safe 

and healthy remodeling and new construction techniques.  It is not intended to be profit 
generating for CR Township, nor for the Inspector to generate undue income.   

o Appeals process for residents/owners to CR Board: 
 Recommend residents/owner are be able to approach the elected officials on any legitimate 

matters and receive CR Board decisions in a timely manner.    

 The township form of government is a grass root election of people to serve the 
residents of the community.  It is for the common or ordinary people as contrasted with 
the leadership or elite of a political party or social organization.  

o Application of permit fees: 
 Recommend fee schedule be strictly and consistently adhered to provide fair and equitable 

treatment to all residents.  
 Recommend a clear definition for Ag, Residential and Commercial permits. 

o Contact discrepancies: 
 Recommend CR Board and MNSPECT adopt an amended billing schedule to follow the current 

practices in reimbursing the inspections. 

 Presently, the Township is receiving a financial benefit by paying MNSPCT a lower 
percentage rate than the contracted cost. 

 Two years remain on the current contract agreement so a written clarification of the 
billing discrepancies needs to be put in place.  

   
 


